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Wig-W

By REYNOLDS KNIGHT

The wig-making industry is
getting ahead, enjoying a big
upsweep in demand for it
merchandise. In the mid-1950's
the pre-teen youngster put
over the hula hoop fad; the
fashion-conscious and relative-
ly affluent urban housewife is
the motive force behind this
Jatest twist in retailing |

It seems that in New York,
and other fashion-conscious
centers, more than a few fe-|
males have decided they want
to be able to change coiffures,
depending upon the occasion,
the same way women in gen-|
eral change clothes. Trade cir- v
cles dont’ bother analyzing thv

motivation behind the wig- |
wearing boom, theyre glad |
enough merely to point out |

that more than 1.5 million
wigs have been sold in the|
past few years \

Beauty shops and even de- l
partment stores find prnm]
able business in wigs. Prices|
range from about $100 to $500. |
Currently, the law of supply |
and demand is pushing prices
even higher. For while de-|
mand is surging, the supply— |
mainly obtained from poor |
young women in Europe and
the Orient—has tended to
shrink. Higher regular incomes |
in those countries have made |
many less dependent on “ll
ing their hair.

Wig-making firms aren't the
only ones cashing in on lhc:
fad. One company recently in- [
troduced a fancy wig brush
with polished wood handle, to
sell for almost $10.
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SPEEDY SORTER — Elec-
tronic data processing has ad- |
vanced in recent years at such |
a rate that it now can create
new industries—or make pos-
sible astounding refinement
and expansion of existing busi- |
ness techniques |

Typical is a new high-speed |
optical scanning system, dm‘cL"
oped by Honeywell Electronic'
Data Processing, that will be |
used in a nationwide gift cou- |
pon program under which cou- |
pons for gifts will reach every
one of the nation’s 50 million |
homes. The system, called |
“Orthoscan,” can “read” cou-
pons sent in by consumers at
a rate of 1,500 per minute—a
rate that makes such a vast
coupon program practical and
economical. A new company,
Gift Stars, Inc., will conduct |
the program with about 40|
manufacturers participating in-
jtially, and will be the first
user of the Honeywell equip-
ment. ’

James H. Binger, president
of Minneapolis - Honeywell,
says Orthoscanning “promises
to revolutionize automatic doc-
ument . handling techniques;”
he cites as its most revolution-
ary attribute the ability to re-
produce, when reading a torn
or crumpled coupon, the coded
information that may have be-
come illegible or have been

artly torn out during hand-
Eng. He foresees a solid fu-
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ture for the system in proces-
sing utility bills, insurance pre-
mium stubs, subscription
blanks and other types of bills

or statements that today are
usually handled by punch-
cards.
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REBIRTH OF a Market —
When an agricultural product
either gains too fast in pro-
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i;‘mmu! to water-based typ wa paint ten f inging vertically or hori HONESTY DEMANDED — careful about ad and promo-
| The latter gained at popu NOw, one ve ter, Cargill zontally. Another practical and | Government authorities have tional claims
| larity because of being odor- reports the 1 ed paints decorative vehicle for the same | signaled that early in the pre-
free, water-mixable, ind re- are on retail shelves in 40 purpose is a colorful Yule ( hristmas period they'll crack BITS O’ BUSINESS
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26626 Western Ave. at Palos Verdes Drive — DA 6-7016

according to observers at a re-



